
 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 

C̕awak ʔqin Forestry and Huu-ay-aht First Nations Announce Anacla 

Old-Growth Summit Rescheduled for April 28, 2022 

 
March 9, 2022 – Anacla, British Columbia – C̕awak ʔqin Forestry (Tsawak-qin Forestry 
Limited Partnership) and Huu-ay-aht First Nations announce April 28, 2022 as the new date for 
the Anacla Old-Growth Summit. Tayii Ḥaw̓ił ƛiišin (Derek Peters, Head Hereditary Chief, Huu-
ay-aht First Nations) and Elected Chief Councillor Robert J. Dennis, Sr. will host the Summit 
which will take place in Anacla, B.C. C̕awak ʔqin Forestry and Huu-ay-aht Forestry Limited 
Partnership will participate as co-chairs. This Summit was originally planned for November 2021 
but was deferred due to COVID-19 restrictions.   
 
The Summit will bring together 50 coastal Indigenous nations to share information on their 

stewardship and resource management planning and decision making processes. These 

Indigenous-led models not only cover all values such as old growth, fisheries, culture and 

climate change, but incorporate the research and advice of leading experts that Indigenous 

governments have retained in forestry, fisheries and ecosystem management.  

 

Together, these processes provide clear Indigenous-led direction to provincially-legislated 

procedures on forest landscape plans, old-growth management and on-the-ground operational 

planning, while ensuring long-lasting socio-economic, environmental and cultural benefits for 

everyone across the area. 

 

“As sovereign nations, we know how much old growth is left and we know the key priority is 

planning for what happens in the long term,” said Robert J. Dennis Sr., Chief Councillor, Huu-

ay-aht First Nations. “There has been much debate in recent months over how much old growth 

is left and how much is being deferred for the next two years. That debate is over. This Summit 

will enable sovereign Nations to share the important work they are doing and stewardship 

decisions they are making for the benefit of their members or citizens, their lands and waters, 

and all British Columbians. Our land is our culture and it is our stewardship decisions that 

count.”  

 

In stark contrast to public conversations to date, this Summit will reflect the depth and broad 

range of professionals, academics and subject matter experts who advise sovereign Nations. It 

will highlight the important ways in which sovereign nations across the coast are already 

drawing on the wisdom and expertise of their communities, their partners, and the experts they 

have retained to exercise their inherent stewardship rights as Indigenous governments.  

 

“As sovereign nations we know the lands and waters better than anyone, and it is our 

responsibility to balance the many competing interests, not third parties and environmental 
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groups,” said Tayii Ḥaw̓ił ƛiišin (Derek Peters), Head Hereditary Chief, Huu-ay-aht First 

Nations. “Stewardship and old growth decisions for present and future needs of nations 

and the ecosystems on their lands are to be made in a manner that benefits all. This is a 

move away from endless, unproductive debates amongst experts, environmental groups, 

industry, and protesters about how much old growth is left and how much needs to be 

protected for the next two years.”  

 

The Summit will provide an opportunity to introduce the Indigenous Witwak Guardians who have 

the important work of protecting, monitoring and enhancing C̕awak ʔqin Forestry operations. 

Their role is to bring awareness to all invited land users on traditions and protocols one must 

adhere to while visiting or working in the area including TFL 44 and other Huu-ay-aht tenures. 

 

Anacla Old-Growth Summit organizers will provide information on the agenda, guests and 

speakers as they become available.   
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Background Information:  

● Huu-ay-aht Forest Management 

● Hišuk ma c̕awak Integrated Resource Management Plan 

● Ditidaht, Huu-ay-aht, and Pacheedaht First Nations Hišuk ma c̕awak Declaration 
● United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) 

 

 

For media inquiries, contact:   

Amanda Munro, C̕awak ʔqin Forestry 

amanda@munrothompson.com, 604-360-3994 

 

Amanda-Lee Cunningham, Communications Manager, Huu-ay-aht First Nations 

amanda.c@huuayaht.org, 250.723.0100  

 

 

About C̕awak ʔqin Forestry 

C̕awak ʔqin Forestry (Tsawak-qin Forestry Limited Partnership) operates TFL 44 and is a 

limited partnership between Huumiis Ventures Limited Partnership (wholly owned by Huu-ay-aht 

First Nations) and Western Forest Products Inc. TFL 44 covers roughly 137,000 hectares of 

land on west central Vancouver Island in the vicinity of Alberni Inlet and Great Central Lake. 

 

About Huu-ay-aht First Nations 

Huu-ay-aht First Nations is an indigenous community located on the west coast of Vancouver 

Island in British Columbia. It is a part of the Nuu-chah-nulth Nation, formerly called the Nootka. 

Huu-ay-aht is a party to the Maa-nulth Final Agreement, a modern treaty that grants its five 

member-nations constitutionally protected self-government as well as ownership, control, and 

law-making authority over their lands and resources. For more information, visit huuayaht.org. 

https://huuayaht.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Infosheet-Huu-ay-aht-Forest-Management_with-CaseStudy_Final.pdf
https://huuayaht.org/hisuk-ma-c%cc%95awak-integrated-resource-management-plan/
https://huuayaht.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/declaration-FINAL-signedpdf.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples.html
mailto:amanda.c@huuayaht.org
http://www.huuayaht.org/

