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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Huu-ay-aht First Nations Celebrates the
Bamfield Main Road Reconciliation Project

(ANACLA, B.C. - OCTOBER 10, 2023) — Today, Huu-ay-aht First Nations hosted a ribbon-
cutting ceremony on the Bamfield Main Road at Kilometre 76 to mark the completion of the
Bamfield Main Road Reconciliation Project. Following, was a celebration at the House of Huu-
ay-aht.

This project started back in 2020 with Huu-ay-aht and the Province sharing the same vision of
creating a safer route between Bamfield and Port Alberni, and today both partners have made it
a reality. Providing mitigation towards a safe route is one substantial task completed.

The Bamfield Main Road is an active industrial road. It supports multiple users from industry to
residents living in the Bamfield and Ditidaht area and the growing number of visitors. Over the
years, the Bamfield Main, known as a dusty gravel road, has put many road users at risk and in
some cases taken their lives. Everyone will play a role in continually being a diligent driver for
the safety of everyone on the road.

Although the chip seal is complete, our next task is to collaborate on a strategy for maintaining
the chip-sealed road and preparing for the economic growth that will come. Working together
with partners we will work diligently to ensure the proper steps are taken to secure this
investment and vision.

A project of this size does not happen without strong partnerships and the many workers
involved. Huu-ay-aht extends their utmost respect (?iisaak) and gratitude to everyone who
contributed and the individuals who worked hard and long hours to complete this project.

B.C. supported the project with $25.7 million in 2020, and an additional $10 million in 2023.

Quotes

“Completing the Bamfield Road Reconciliation Project was a top priority for Huu-ay-aht. Working
in partnership with the Province of BC, Cawak ?qin, and Mosaic, together we have made this a
reality. We wanted to provide a safer and more reliable route for everyone who travels in Huu-
ay-aht territory. With this upgrade, we begin building a strong, self-reliant community and
economy for Huu-ay-aht citizens and everyone in the region. We are grateful to everyone who
has supported Huu-ay-aht in reaching our vision.”

- Huu-ay-aht First Nations Chief Councillor, John Jack (Sayaaéath)
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“The leadership shown by Huu-ay-aht from the outset of this project has been so inspiring. Their
perseverance and resolve got them through wildfires, pandemics, rising costs and floods. The
result is that the Bamfield Main Road is now much safer. This work will have a lasting impact for
everyone: community residents, local businesses, and the forestry and tourism industries alike.
It will support economic growth and economic recovery for years to come.”

- Minister of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation, Murray Rankin

“There are many people to hold in our hearts with remembrance and gratitude as we celebrate
this moment. The road is the main transportation link between Port Alberni and the communities
of Bamfield and Anacla, and it is used for medical, emergency, and community access for Huu-
ay-aht First Nations members, Bamfield residents, workers, and visitors. These improvements
will make the trip to and from Bamfield and Anacla a safer one, bringing peace of mind to
everyone who travels that road.”

- MLA for Mid Island-Pacific Rim and Minister of Energy, Mines, and Low Carbon Innovation,
Josie Osbourne
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About Huu-ay-aht First Nations - Huu-ay-aht First Nations is an indigenous community
located on the west coast of Vancouver Island in British Columbia. It is a part of the
Nuu-chah-nulth Nation, formerly called the Nootka. Huu-ay-aht is a party to the Maa-nulth Final
Agreement, a modern treaty that grants its five member-nations constitutionally protected self-
government as well as ownership, control, and law-making authority over their lands and
resources. For more information, visit huuayaht.org.

Resources

¢ Bamfield Main Road Surfacing Project begins chip sealing

e Province partners with Huu-ay-aht First Nations to improve Bamfield Road Safety

e Huu-ay-aht and Province mark the beginning of a new path together with Bamfield Main
Road Surfacing Project groundbreaking

e Huu-ay-aht Bamfield Main Road Update

o Western Forest Products Road Update

o Bamfield Main Road Surfacing Project website page

For more information:

Amanda-Lee Cunningham

Communications Manager - Huu-ay-aht First Nations
250-720-7776 | amanda.c@huuayaht.org
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